Soil acidity as affecting germination, growth, and development of plants has received considerable attention in recent years. These studies have dealt with many phases of the problem, from the effect of hydrogen and hydroxyl ions on the growth of plants to the indirect effect of the concentration of these ions on the toxicity of or deficiency of certain elements. The influence of soil acidity has been ascribed to several causes, the most important of which are effect on supply of available calcium needed by plants in the manufacture of plant foods, influence on the symbiotic nitrogen-fixing bacteria, toxic or destructive effect on root tissues, and prevention of plants from getting at a sufficiently rapid rate the calcium needed to precipitate acids formed in them.
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Comparatively little work has been done to determine the effect of hydrogen-ion concentration on seed germination and the growth and development of forest tree seedlings. What literature is available indicates that soil acidity may be a limiting factor in forest tree nursery work and in the establishment of seedlings in the forest. Baldwin (7) a found that Norway spruce (Picea excelsa) seed apparently germinated better in soils having a higher hydrogen-ion concentration than in more alkaline soils. Toumey and Li (8) :"Reference by number is to "Literature Cited," p. 35L
